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INTRODUCTION


Some time back, I read about a teenage girl who had a baby, put it in a garbage bag, and let it die. That is such a horrible, sad story. If that unwanted baby had survived, thousands of childless couples would have given everything they own to have that baby. Through adoption, many parentless children are matched with childless couples. There is joy, such wonderful joy! A little child instantly becomes a legal part of that family because the couple acted to make it happen.  


We, too, have been adopted—into God’s Family. We are described as being “in Christ” and “a new creation.” This relationship occurs because God has acted in our behalf. We could do nothing to establish this relationship, but God does it all through Jesus Christ.  God reconciles us to Himself—that is, He establishes peace even though we once were His enemies. He describes our new relationship in three ways.

I. WE ARE GOD’S RECONCILERS.
1.
God was reconciling the world to Himself through the ministry of Jesus Christ.


(1) Through acceptance of Jesus’ death for our sins, we have been forgiven.


(2) In an act of grace, God no longer considers us as enemies because of our sins.

2.
God has now given us this ministry of reconciliation.


(1) As God’s Family, we are responsible to bring God’s reconciliation to the world. 


(2) We are to tell others about Jesus’ death for their sins, making peace possible.

II. WE ARE CHRIST’S AMBASSADORS.
1.
As Christ represented God, now we represent God on behalf of Christ.

(1) As Christ’s ambassadors we are His authorized messengers.


(2) From Christ, we have received the message of God, the “word of reconciliation.”
2.
On behalf of Christ, we earnestly ask others to be reconciled to God. 


(1) We must tell others that Christ has paid the full price for their sins.

(2) We must tell others that Christ has purchased the righteousness of God for them and, hence, reconciliation is now possible.

III.  WE ARE GOD’S FELLOW WORKERS.
1.
We should remember that we are working together.


(1) As fellow workers, we must realize each of us is important in God’s Kingdom.


(2) As fellow workers, we must work TOGETHER to accomplish His work.

2.
We should remember that we are working together with God.


(1) What we are doing is not our work; rather it is God’s work.


(2) What we are doing, we do with God’s strength because of His presence & power.

CONCLUSION


Since we are adopted children of God and fellow workers, let us commit ourselves to working hand-in-hand, doing together what we cannot do alone. As members of God’s Family and as Ambassadors for Christ, let us be faithful to bring God’s word of reconciliation to the world. Working together as Christ’s Ambassadors, we shall truly have a message to bring to the world—a message of reconciliation, of peace, of hope. The world is desperate for such a message.  Will you work with me to bring it to the world?


In a children’s story, an acorn falls on a chicken’s head and she thinks the sky is falling. Chicken Little tells all of her friends to flee because the sky is falling. It is a humorous story, but it contains a very sobering truth. People having only half of the truth will tell everyone what they should believe and do. On the other hand, we have the whole truth and we are all too likely to keep it to ourselves! We ought to be diligently and untiringly telling our friends to flee from their sins and to be reconciled to God. Are you doing it? Will you do it today? “Therefore go and make disciples.” And let us do it together in Jesus’ name.
